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All countries except Czech Republic and Slovakia are able to read documents saved in Word7.





Acces to web page DosmE confirmed by Bulgaria only. Hungary reported some problems, they are still trying to get the connection.
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Evaluating the questionnaire


on hardware and software conditions








1. Data entry





In small countries only central data processing is carried out while in large countries both regional and central processing is provided. 





It means that preparing national language versions of the questionnaire and of the menu shell will be still required.





One of the advantages of Blaise is that it is relatively easy to prepare a national language version of the source program. However, to compiling the source program into an executable program the whole Blaise system is necessary. It creates a tension between the demand of having the programs prepared in Windows environment and compiling the entry program in Blaise 2.39 or 2.5 which versions are available in countries and work under DOS. 





Considering that renting Blaise 3.1 that already works under Windows for all countries and for the organisation providing central data processing is not a suitable solution from financial reasons there are 2 real options: 





	a) using Blaise 2.5 in countries as till now and the organisation responsible for central processing will prepare the menu shell working in Windows environment; 





	b) renting Blaise 3.1 only for central processing where all national versions will be compiled (sending programs back and forth in several rounds via e-mail).





For Survey B3 only the option a) can be realised.








2. Hardware





The prevailing configuration is: 486 and Pentium I PC with 16 or 32 RAM. This seems to be satisfactory.








3. Network





Various networks are in use but the entry program can be used also in network environment.








4. Operating systems





From 1999 all countries will have Windows but the used versions are still different: from 3.11 to NT. It means that even Win95 can not be considered as a commonly used application. The new programs will have to take into account the hardware and software limitations. 








5. Applications





Data base management systems are heterogeneous and its range is from dBase3 to Oracle7. 





The only common application is Blaise. However, it is not clear if they are using only its entry modules CADI and CAPI or the other modules (packages) like Manipula, Abacus, Bascula as well.





Even if not all the countries have answered the use of Excel, having Windows they probably also have MS Office there Excel is present. Excel can be used both for analytical purposes in general and preferably for analysing the data base before imputation. 





SAS is missing only in 3 countries and maybe it should be considered as a future standard for analytical applications.








6. Used e-mail





Mailing packages are also heterogeneous but the systems are quite compatible. The communication was quite good in the last year and probably there will be no problems in the future either.








7. Internet





All countries have internet connections and applications. Having the documentation and some organisational issues on the web site of the central processor seems to be a passable option.








8. Preferable environment





All countries prefer the Windows environment. Even if Win95 will not be a common application we suggest to consider it as a standard platform. The cases where Win95 will not be available will be treated as exceptions (where DOS or Win31 solutions will have to be prepared).
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Q U E S T I O N N A I R E





on hardware and software conditions in transitions countries


 for supporting methodological discussions in preparing


a new project on Demography of Small and Medium Enterprises


in years 1998-2001








1. Country name:








2. Expected data entering and processing (tick or underline)





	Only central                                   





	Regionally distributed                         








 3. Hardware configuration (tick or circle the suitable answer) 





	Mainframe:





	Type of PC 		386	486	Pentium	Pentium II


  


	Available RAM 	16	32	64		More








4. Implemented networks 





	Answer in free text:








5. Operating systems (types and versions)





	DOS:





	Windows: 





	UNIX:





	Other:








6. Application software (types and versions)





	Database Management Systems:


 


	Specialised packages (e.g. Blaise) :





	Analytical-statistical packages:





	Other applications:





7. Used e-mail packages (types and versions)





	Pegasus:





	Eudora:





	Netscape:





	Other:








8. What user environment do you prefer for the new project? (circle or add free text)





	DOS





	Windows





	Other





 


9. Other suggestions and comments (in free text, if necessary add an additional page)







































































Name, address and phone number 


of a contact person (if  more detailed 


information will be  necessary later)
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