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1. Communication


Peter Struijs completed his time as project manager on 31 July 1998 and left his job with Eurostat D1.


John Perry took over as project manager for the residual work on the PECO Panel Project and on the new CEC project on demography of small and medium enterprises on 1 August, although he had worked alongside Peter Struijs before then.


Within Eurostat, Arto Luhtio provides the contact point in D1. Pierre Verdier is the co-ordinator for CEC projects within A5.


For CESD, Olivier Caillol is the contact point on financial issues.


The proposed web site has been designed but not yet published. Until this is done, all papers will be sent by email as MS Word 6 attachments. The existing contact points are :





Country�
Name�
Email�
Comment�
�
Albania�
Godiva Rembeci�
grembeci@instat.gov.al�
Also:  mkallo@instat.gov.al�
�
Bulgaria�
Stefan Zlatev�
SZLATEV@NSI.Bg�
�
�
Czech Republic�
Stanislav Palas�
PALAS@GW.CZSO.Cz�
�
�
Estonia�
Piret Meelind�
piretm@eer.ee�
�
�
Hungary�
Jozsef Santa�
aniko.garai@ksh.x400gw.itb.hu�
�
�
Latvia�
Daina Dimitre�
ddimitre@csb.Lv�
�
�
Lithuania�
Edouardus Jankauskas�
robertas@senna.std.lt�
Robertas Tauvaisas - IS contact�
�
Poland�
Izabella Zagozdzinska�
i.zagozdzinska@stat.gov.pl�
J.Swietochowska@stat.gov.pl - IS contact�
�
Romania�
Adrian Damachi�
cns@kappa.ro�
Lmarina@cns.kappa.ro - IS contact�
�
Slovakia�
Ivan Lieskovsky�
lieskovskyi@statistics.sk�
�
�
Slovenia�
Saso Stevanovic�
saso.stevanovic@stat.sigov.mail.si�
Zala Kalan - IS contact�
�
FYROM�
Pavle Fidancevski�
pavle@stat.gov.mk�
French messages�
�
FYROM�
Violeta Gjorgievska�
violetag@stat.gov.mk�
 �
�
UK ONS�
Paul Smith�
paul.smith@ons.gov.uk�
�
�
UK ONS�
John Perry�
john.perry@ons.gov.uk�
�
�
Van HOLST�
Hans Velt�
vanholst.koppies@wxs.nl�
�
�
Eurostat/D1�
Arto Luhtio�
arto.luhtio@eurostat.cec.be�
�
�
CESD�
Olivier Caillol�
oca@cesd.lu�
�
�
Eurostat/A5�
Pierre Verdier�
�
�
�
Infostat�
Dusan Prazenka�
prazenka@infostat.sk�
�
�















2. PECO Panel Project surveys A, B1, B2, C


After a long delay, the detailed A publication has been completed. The initial work on this publication resulted in a draft in French by Bertrand Savoie. Hans Velt has completed editing and production of the final English language version for Eurostat. The publication will be available only in English and only electronically. The package comprises :


	A zipped file with the text, graphs and tables


	A copy of PKUNZIP.EXE


	A copy of the questionnaire (annex 1)


	A SAS font file (to be added to the Windows font directory)


The publication and questionnaire may be read through MS Word 6 (or later).





No further work is being done on either the A or B1 surveys. The first A survey publication was produced in French and English. The B1 publication was produced only in English.





Paul Smith is producing the B2 survey publication. In production of the tables a number of data queries were raised with individual countries. One query is outstanding with Lithuania. A draft will be supplied to all countries (other than FYROM) mid-August for comment. The final version will then be sent to Eurostat at the beginning of September for publication. The publication will include a reference to the availability of the detailed A publication in electronic format.





Hans Velt will produce the C survey publication. The work is scheduled to commence mid-August.





It is understood that all final payments for which countries have sent invoices have been cleared.





3. CEC Project Survey B3


Infostat has been awarded the data processing contract for the B3 survey. The eleven countries (excluding FYROM) supplied data files of their business registers for the B3 survey. Processing of these by Infostat raised queries with some countries. One query is outstanding with Slovenia. CESD is finalising the contracts for the B3 survey at the rate of 8 ECU per unit sampled :


Country�
Sample B3�
�
Albania�
1400�
�
Bulgaria�
1750�
�
Czech Republic�
2000�
�
Estonia�
1300�
�
Hungary�
1800�
�
Latvia�
1600�
�
Lithuania�
1750�
�
Poland�
2000�
�
Romania�
2000�
�
Slovakia�
2000�
�
Slovenia�
1400�
�
FYROM�
n/a�
�
Total�
19000�
�



Although later than the scheduled date of 1 August,  first payments are still expected to be payable in September. FYROM will be conducting a pilot study in parallel with the B3 survey. Infostat will provide specific training for FYROM towards the end of September in Bratislava.





4. Working group meeting 2 : Tallinn, Estonia, 12-14 October 1998


The location has been confirmed and the 2nd working group meeting will be organised by the statistical office of Estonia for two and a half days from Monday 12 October to Wednesday 14 October 1998. Two members from each of the twelve participating countries will be invited to attend.





In preparation for the meeting all countries are requested to provide responses to the attached questionnaire on their business registers. This updates the ID card information provided at the beginning of the PECO Panel survey. More detailed information has also been provided to Eurostat for other purposes. Most recently this was for the business registers questionnaire, for which the Czech Republic, Hungary, Lithuania, FYROM, Poland, Romania, Slovenia and Slovakia have sent responses.  Apologies are given for any overlap. FYROM has already provided a response to this new ID card request. Completed questionnaires are required from each of the other eleven countries by 7 September. For information, population and GDP estimates are included in the detailed A publication as shown below. The table also includes FYROM data not in the A publication.





�
Population


in ‘000 population


1 January 1997 estimates�
1996 GDP


in ECU per capita


(at current prices)�
�



Poland�



38639�



2 742�
�
Czech Republic�
10309�
4 254�
�
Hungary�
10174�
3 230�
�
Romania�
22582�
1 022�
�
Bulgaria�
8341�
889�
�
Slovakia�
5379�
2 698�
�
Slovenia�
1987�
7 154�
�
Lithuania�
3707�
1 332�
�
Albania�
3283�
653�
�
Estonia�
1462�
2 263�
�
Latvia�
2480�
1 574�
�
FYROM�
1946�
1 474�
�
EU Total�
373713�
18 075�
�



Source: 	Population : Eurostat, except Albania and FYROM (country estimate)		


	GDP : New Cronos Eurostat database, except Albania and FYROM (country estimate)





At the 1st working group meeting, members agreed to provide information about the place of the CEC project team in the national statistical office. Albania, Latvia and Romania have provided responses. A single page response is required from each of the other nine countries by 7 September.





Documents 1 to 4 and 6 to 8 formed the agenda for the 1st meeting. Document 5 (computer systems)was not produced for the 1st meeting. Document 9 is the report of the first meeting. Document 10 is the questionnaire for survey B3.














5. Seminar on uses of business registers : Luxembourg, February  1999


The dates for the seminar on uses of business registers have been set provisionally as 8 to 10 February 1999. This will be confirmed at the 2nd working group meeting. The seminar will be in English, although it is possible that translation will be available in Russian and French.





To date, contributions are expected from Hans Velt (an overview of the uses made of business registers and a document on the estimation of business populations), from Romania (the co-ordination of the feedback of enterprise surveys to the business register) and from Phillippe Pommier of CESIA (the outcome of the SUPCOM project).





6. TES Courses


Participants should note that the proposed TES course on statistical units, that was being run independently of the seminar on uses, has been postponed.





7. Working group meeting 3


Romania has made a proposal to host the 3rd meeting of the CEC project in Spring 1999.








John Perry


Project Manager














