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	The inquiry


The questionnaire was sent to the DOSME countries in early 1998. It was very much similar to the EU questionnaire 1998 and included questions on:


identification


sources


coverage


legislation


units


variables


planned changes in 1998


general comments


control data





Some of these items were also included in some form in two other inquiries, the results of which were presented in:


Tallinn doc. 12: Summary of register situation in CECs, and  


Luxembourg doc. 7: The use of business registers in the Central European Countries. 





The problems


 


The software used was too complicated (the two other inquiries mentioned were done in Word). The inquiry encountered technical problems both for the recipients and for handling the replies. The contractor received the replies from all countries but had difficulties in decoding the replies, which led to severe delay. The replies of last 3 countries were only decoded after Easter 1999. 


The software used for the EU inquiry in 1998 was the same and the EU countries encountered similar problems, although less severe. The EU inquiry in 1999 was made in a more simple way, on an Excel questionnaire (enclosed).





�
The results





The two documents mentioned above already present a large part of the results, although in somewhat different format, and that information is not repeated here. In the annexed tables only the two most important items that were not included in those inquiries are presented: the numbers of enterprises and local units by NACE section. For comparison, the corresponding EU figures are also given. 





The comparison of the numbers of enterprises, legal units and enterprises in real world:


(some of the replies were not very clear in the form received and errors are possible)





Enterprises	Legal units	Ent. in real world 	Inactivity





AL	     61 432					for section D inactivity %: 12	


BG	   338 673	  432 922	= leg.u.	inactivity %: 1 (varies from 0 to 7)


CZ	1 628 190	 = ent.		1 628 055 	


EE	     34 358	 = ent.		     68 716	for section D inactivity %: 12


HU	1 115 309	 = ent.		   790 630


LV	     42 222	 = ent.		 = ent.		inactivity %: 9 (varies from 5 to 23)


LT	   138 369					inactivity %: varies from 7 to 56


MK	   102 112	 = ent. 


PL	2 596 201	2 992 433	 = ent. 		inactivity %: varies from 0 to 5


RO	   817 215	 = ent. 		 = ent.		inactivity %: 11 (varies from 0 to 15)


SK	   374 950	   379 992			


SI	     53 415	 = ent.		     53 693	inactivity %: 1 (varies from 0 to 2)





The future





ECE made the inquiry (questionnaire enclosed) concerning the data at the beginning of 1999 for all non-EU countries participating in the ECE work. The results will be presented at the ECE/Eurostat meeting 9-10 June. To avoid overlap, the EU questionnaire was not sent outside of EU in 1999. 


For the future there are basically two options for the PHARE countries: either to be included only in the ECE inquiry (not to be conducted every year) or to be included in the annual EU inquiry. The development of the annual EU inquiry will be discussed in the next annual working group meeting 8-9 June and the results will probably be included in a database and made available for users.
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