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1.
Introduction 

The document aims to lay down the progress made towards the extension of Structural Business Statistics towards candidate countries. This refers in particular to activities developed under the Phare budget of 1998. These activities have been launched in early 2000. 

2.
Achievements 1999

The detailed “screening” on data availability in candidate countries has been continued across the year 1999 and finalized with the edition of the 'Detailed tables on data availability in Central European Countries', version from November 1999. These overview tables show a large amount of structural business statistics already being readily available in candidate countries, even starting with the reference year 1995. However the level of detail is often not yet sufficient.

This document was the base for launching further activities.

3.
Planning 2000/2001

In using the funds of the Phare budget 1998 and based on the 'Detailed tables on data availability in Central European Countries', Eurostat has launched data collection, data treatment and dissemination of Structural Business Statistics from candidate countries at the beginning of the year 2000. (The following countries are covered: 10 Phare countries, in addition Albania, Bosnia-Herzegowina, FYR of Macedonia; other countries such as Cyprus and Malta are invited to follow on a voluntary base).

In the frame of this action, the following details have been laid down:

· The contractor executing the actual work is the Netherlands Economic Institute (= NEI) The work has to be executed between the January 2000 and May 2001. (Details have still to be determined with regard to possible subcontracting of certain tasks to the National Statistical Institutes of the candidate countries).

· Only a number of main data series are collected at this first stage.

· Data treatment has to assured in accordance with the standards set for Structural Business Statistics in general.

· Data dissemination via New Cronos or publications have to be assured successively, in line with the incoming information.

· Regular meetings with participating countries are to be organized.

A first kick-off meeting between the contractor and Eurostat took place at the beginning of January 2000. More details on the implementation program have been laid down there. This will be reported orally at the Steering Group meeting.

4.
Conclusions

With regard to the co-operation on Structural Business Statistics with candidate countries, Eurostat has progressed considerably in 1999 and 2000. Data collection, data treatment and the dissemination of results from candidate countries have been launched in 2000. These activities will be pursued over the years to come.
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Development Project on Enterprise demography

1. Background 

In its Communication to the Council on Promoting Entrepreneurship and Competitiveness (COM(1998)550 final) the European Commission assures its commitment to a policy that promotes entrepreneurship as an essential part of improving competitiveness, to the generation of growth and to job creation. Additionally, the 1999 Employment Guidelines adopted by Council Resolution emphasise the development of entrepreneurship. Especially, the development of new enterprises and the growth of small and medium-sized enterprises are essential for job creation. Hence, policymakers need harmonised statistics on the demography of enterprises, that is births and deaths of enterprises and their growth or decline and the resulting employment effects both at a national and at the European level.

In the second meeting of the Business Statistics Directors (BSDG), support was given to the development of statistics in the area of enterprise demography. It was also emphasised that the first step in the development work should be on methodological aspects as international comparisons are difficult at present.

The third round of the voluntary collection of existing data has been carried out during the autumn 1999 and we are thankful to the 11 countries that have sent us data. Some of the results will be used in the Enterprises in Europe 6th report in a similar fashion as with the 5th report and the previous data collection. A Statistics in Focus will also be produced based on these results during the first quarter of 2000. The fact that the data is unharmonised and the methodological differences will be clearly indicated in the publications. In order to obtain the necessary background information for the methodological work to commence a methodological questionnaire was also sent in November. 

2. Aim

The aim of this project is to respond with harmonised data to the ever increasing demand for data on enterprise demography both nationally and at a European level. The goal is to have an intensive exchange between the Member States and Eurostat, using the 5-step approach for development as approved by the BSDG, aiming at a harmonised data collection at the end of the project.  




3. Contents

The background information (data and answers to the methodological questionnaire) will be received by the end of 1999. The development project will then consist of: 

· An evaluation of the existing degree of harmonisation and data availability,   

· Proposals for harmonisation: In-depth discussions with all NSIs in so called subgroups on the definitions and variables and especially on the first proposal  for harmonisation.  Based on the input received in the subgroup meetings a second draft proposal for harmonisation will be studied by a small Task Force. The proposal will then be revised and the final proposal for harmonisation will be sent to all  NSI’s for approval using a written procedure. 

· A feasibility study and based on its results a refinement of the methodology, if necessary, and a harmonised data collection. The draft terms of reference for the feasibility testing and the harmonised data collection will be transmitted along with the final proposal for harmonisation. Financing from the European Commission is planned for the feasibility testing and the  harmonised data collection stages. 

4. Organisational aspects

The whole project relies heavily on the active participation of the NSIs. In order to allow for an intensive NSI input and a fruitful exchange between all the participants, the NSIs will be divided into 3 subgroups. The NSI representatives are expected to comment on the proposal for harmonisation that will be prepared jointly by Eurostat and Danmarks Statistik, who is acting as the consultant in this project. The representatives should be prepared to share their experiences in the field and give counter proposals towards the harmonisation process. The intention is to create subgroups that are as heterogenous as possible. The proposed working language of the subgroups is English. The meetings could take place in the Member States if there is interest among the countries  for hosting one.

As the responsibility for enterprise demography data lies within different units in different Member States, we kindly ask the NSIs to nominate a contact person for this project, who would also participate in the meetings.  




5. Timing

Inventory of existing data
Autumn 1999

Voluntary collection of exiting data
Autumn 1999 and possibly Autumn 2000  

Feasibility study:


March 2000 – September 20001

Methodological background report
March 2000



1st proposal for harmonisation
April 2000

Subgroup meetings
May – June 2000

2nd proposal for harmonisation
September 2000

Task Force meeting
November 2000

Final proposal for harmonisation
December 2000

Consultation of MS in a written procedure on the final proposal for harmonisation and the terms of reference for feasibility testing and harmonised data collection
January 2001

Signature of grant contracts (subject to availability of funds)
March 2001

Feasibility testing
March 2001 – August 2001

Working Group to discuss results of testing and approve methodology for harmonised data collection
September 2001

Harmonised data collection
October 2001 – February 2002

Final results transmitted to Eurostat
February 2002

Publication of results
July 2002

The participants of the meeting are invited to:

- comment on the project proposal and its timing;

- express their interest in hosting a subgroup meeting.

