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In this short evaluation of questionnaires on hardware and software conditions in participating countries we will concentrate both on describing the present situation and  on evaluating the changes or development during the last two or three years.








1. Countries





All countries answered the questionnaire. In the case of „partial non responses“, we have kept the old answers from two years ago, if it was plausible.








2. Data entry





In smaller countries still only central data processing is carried out while in larger countries both regional and central processing is provided. 





It means that preparing national language versions of the questionnaire and of the menu shell of entry program will be still required.





Two years ago we stressed that one of the advantages of Blaise is that it is relatively easy to prepare a national language version of the source program. However, to compiling the source program into an executable program the whole Blaise system is necessary. It creates a tension between the demand of having the programs prepared in Windows environment and compiling the entry program in Blaise 2.39 or 2.5 which versions are available in countries and work under DOS. 





Considering that renting Blaise 3.1 that already works under Windows for all countries and for the organisation providing central data processing is not a suitable solution from financial reasons there are 2 real options: 





	a) using Blaise 2.5 in countries as till now and the organisation responsible for central processing will improve the menu shell and the entry program for working in Windows environment in more convenient mode (e.g. working with mouth); 





	b) renting Blaise 3.1 only for central processing where all national versions will be compiled (sending programs back and forth in several rounds via e-mail) if the country has not rented Blaise 3.1.





According to the questionnaires only Hungary and Slovenia has Blaise 3.1 or even Blaise 4.1. From these two countries only Hungary used to prepare a national version of the entry program. On the other hand, also The Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia are entering data at regional level and are using a national version of the entry program.





There is another contradiction signalised from the questionnaires related to using the existing software packages and DOS computers. 





The representatives of Czech Republic stressed in other notes and comments to the questionnaire that „If survey PANEL2000 is the last common survey in the frame of DOSME project, it would be better not change the software package“.





On the other hand the questionnaire from Hungary emphasises that „we can only work under NT operating system. So it is required, that the program packages are able to run under NT system“. While only Hungary made this special comment, five other countries also answered the question on preferable environment with Windows NT.





Besides the two possible solutions within Blaise mentioned above, we can outline another possible solution that can overcome the existing contradiction. The solution is in rewriting the entry program and the related checking programs in a suitable modern programming tool (like C, Delphi etc.) for surveys B5/B6 and C2 during the spring of next year. With this solution we can simply overleap Blaise and prepare an own entry package. The basic requirement for the package should be a full conformity with existing methods, procedures and checks within the entry process.





Now we can see that even for discussing and deciding these problems a clear and in time decision on the future of Dosme2 will be necessary.








2. Hardware





While two years ago the prevailing configuration was 486 and Pentium I PC with 16 or 32 RAM, now the Pentium II and even Pentium III was answered. With new machines also the available RAM range was raised but here the answers are not too precise (there are too many non-responses here). Besides that now no mainframe was signalised. 





In short, even within two years a significant development is recognisable in the field of hardware and software environment in all statistical offices. We have better and faster machines now, with more memory and with advanced and sophisticated software applications. 








3. Network





Still various networks are in use. The existing Blaise entry program could be used also in network environment. However, this requirement for a new entry package can be discussed since the work with project data is mainly provided on dedicated single PCs.








4. Operating systems





Two years ago even Win95 could not be considered as a commonly used operating system. Now all countries have Windows environment that can be considered as a standard. In Albania the equivalent Linux (5.1) is noted as the operating system.





In near future there will be some problems with running old DOS applications and indeed in running any 16 bit applications. Making plans for 2001 and 2002 this will have to be taken into account.








5. Applications





Data base management systems are heterogeneous and their range is from dBase3 to Oracle 8 now. Seven countries reported that they have installed Oracle. 





The only common, specialised application is Blaise. As it was already mentioned besides the free versions 2.4 and 2.5 there are also two applications of Blaise 4.1 under Windows. .





As for word processors and spreadsheets nor Word7  and Excel7 can be considered as standards, that is actually  MS Office 97. Excel can be used both for analytical purposes in general and preferably for analysing the database before imputation. This year some countries reported the use of Excel for dependency analysis within imputation.





SAS is missing only in 2 countries now and clearly should be considered as a future standard for analytical applications (e.g. for population estimates).





An interesting answer came from the Czech Republic concerning other applications. It is reported that „a specialised software developed for preparation of statistical surveys“ is in use in the office. Surely it would be useful for all of us to hear or read something more about it in near future.








6. Used e-mail





Mailing packages are also heterogeneous but the systems are quite compatible (mainly the MS Internet Explorer use was reported). The communication was quite good during the last two year and probably there will be no problems in the future either.








7. Internet





All countries have Internet connections and applications now. Within the project it is important first of all for using the web site of the project. 





The majority of respondents have it available on own PC, while some of them only within the office, on another PC or in a LAN. Only one respondent reported the connection from a PC at home.








8. Preferable environment





Now all countries prefer the Windows environment and as it was already mentioned now it can be considered as a standard platform. 





Some of the related problems and contradictions have been already tackled in the previous paragraphs (using Blaise, running DOS programs and so on).








Conclusions





Within the last two or three years a significant development is recognisable in the field of hardware and software environment in all statistical offices. 





Now countries prefer the Windows environment and therefore it can be considered as a standard platform, although the appearance now of Linux must be considered. 





However, there are still some problems and contradictions in using Blaise, running DOS application programs and so on.





For discussing and deciding the existing problems a clear and in time decision on the future of Dosme2 will be necessary.
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1. Country name:








2. Expected data entering and processing (tick or underline)





	Only central                                   





	Regionally distributed                         








 3. Hardware configuration (tick or circle the suitable answer) 





	Mainframe:





	Type of PC 		386	486	Pentium*	Pentium II*	Pentium III*


(* or equivalent)





	Available RAM 	16	32	64		More








4. Implemented networks 





	Answer in free text:








5. Operating systems (types and versions)





	DOS:





	Windows: 





	UNIX:





	Other:








6. Application software (types and versions)





	Database Management Systems:


 


	Specialised packages (e.g. Blaise) :





	Analytical-statistical packages:





	Word processing and spreadsheets:





	Other applications:





7. Used e-mail packages (types and versions)





	Pegasus:





	Eudora:





	MS Explorer:





	Netscape:





	Other:





8. What type of access do you have to the Internet (tick all that apply)?





	On your own PC





	On another PC in the office





	Home PC





	Other





9. What user environment do you prefer for the new project? (circle or add free text)





	DOS





	Windows





	Other





 


10. Other suggestions and comments (in free text, if necessary add an additional page)
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